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(ii) Phase characteristics are defined 
by the signal’s sound pattern, i.e., the 
number of blasts and silent periods per 
minute and their durations. Sound sig-
nals emanating from fixed structures 
generally produce a specific number of 
blasts and silent periods each minute 
when operating. Buoy sound signals are 
generally actuated by the motion of 
the sea and therefore do not emit a reg-
ular signal characteristic. 

(2) Where no live watch is main-
tained, sound signals are normally op-
erated continuously. However, some 
are equipped with fog detectors which 
activate sound signals when visibility 
falls below a predetermined limit. 

(b) Mariners should not rely solely on 
sound signals to determine their posi-
tions for the following reasons: 

(1) Distance cannot be accurately de-
termined by sound intensity. 

(2) Occasionally sound signals may 
not be heard in areas close to their lo-
cation. 

(3) Signals may not sound in cases 
where fog exists close to, but not at, 
the location of the sound signal. 

(4) As buoy signals are generally acti-
vated by sea motion, they may produce 
no signals when seas are calm. 

(5) As previously noted, buoy posi-
tions are not always reliable. Therefore 
their sound signals cannot be assumed 
to be emanating from a fixed position. 

§ 62.49 Intracoastal Waterway identi-
fication. 

(a) In addition to the conventional 
signals, aids to navigation marking the 
Intracoastal Waterway exhibit unique 
yellow symbols to distinguish them 
from aids marking other waters. 

(1) Yellow triangles indicate that 
aids to navigation so marked should be 
passed keeping them on the starboard 
(right) hand of a vessel, regardless of 
the aid’s number, color, or light color. 

(2) Yellow squares indicate that aids 
to navigation so marked should be 
passed keeping them on the port (left) 
hand of a vessel, regardless of the aid’s 
number, color, or light color. 

(3) A horizontal yellow band provides 
no lateral information, but simply 
identifies aids to navigation as mark-
ing the Intracoastal Waterway. 

(b) The above guidelines apply for 
vessels traversing the Intracoastal Wa-

terway in a southerly direction on the 
Atlantic Coast, in a westerly direction 
on the Okeechobee Waterway, or in a 
westerly direction along the Gulf 
Coast. 

[CGD 86–031, 52 FR 42640, Nov. 6, 1987; CGD 86– 
031, 52 FR 46351, Dec. 5, 1987] 

§ 62.51 Western Rivers Marking Sys-
tem. 

(a) A variation of the standard U.S. 
aids to navigation system described 
above is employed on the Mississippi 
River and tributaries above Baton 
Rouge, LA and on certain other rivers 
which flow toward the Gulf of Mexico. 

(b) The Western Rivers System varies 
from the standard U.S. system as fol-
lows: 

(1) Buoys are not numbered. 
(2) Numbers on beacons do not have 

odd/even lateral significance but, rath-
er, indicate mileage from a fixed point 
(normally the river mouth). 

(3) Diamond-shaped non-lateral 
dayboards, checkered red-and-white or 
green-and-white, similar to those used 
in the U.S. Aids to Navigation System, 
as appropriate, are used as crossing 
dayboards where the river channel 
crosses from one bank to the other. 

(4) Lights on green buoys and on bea-
cons with green daymarks show a sin-
gle flash which may be green or white. 

(5) Lights on red buoys and on bea-
cons with red daymarks show a double 
flash [Group Flashing (2)] which may 
be red or white. 

(6) Isolated danger marks are not 
used. 

[CGD 86–031, 52 FR 42640, Nov. 6, 1987, as 
amended by CGD–94–091, 61 FR 27782, June 3, 
1996; USCG–2001–9286, 66 FR 33640, June 25, 
2001] 

§ 62.53 Racons. 
(a) Aids to navigation may be en-

hanced by the use of radar beacons 
(racons). Racons, when triggered by a 
radar signal, will transmit a coded 
reply to the interrogating radar. This 
reply serves to identify the aid station 
by exhibiting a series of dots and 
dashes which appear on the radar dis-
play in a line emanating radially from 
just beyond the echo of the aid station. 
Although racons may be used on both 
laterally significant and non-laterally 
significant aids alike, the racon signal 
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itself is for identification purposes 
only, and therefore carries no lateral 
significance. 

(b) Racons are also used as bridge 
marks to mark the best point of pas-
sage. 

§ 62.54 Ownership identification. 
Ownership identification on private 

or state aids to navigation is permitted 
so long as it does not change or hinder 
an understanding of the meaning of the 
aid to navigation. 

[CGD 97–018, 63 FR 33573, June 19, 1998] 

Subpart C [Reserved] 

Subpart D—Public Participation in 
the Aids to Navigation System 

§ 62.63 Recommendations. 
(a) The public may recommend 

changes to existing aids to navigation, 
request new aids or the discontinuation 
of existing aids, and report aids no 
longer necessary for maritime safety. 
These recommendations should be sent 
to the appropriate District Com-
mander. 

(b) Recommendations, requests and 
reports should be documented with as 
much information as possible to justify 
the proposed action. Desirable informa-
tion includes: 

(1) Nature of the vessels which tran-
sit the area(s) in the question, includ-
ing type, displacement, draft, and num-
ber of passengers and crew. 

(2) Where practicable, the kinds of 
navigating devices used aboard such 
vessels (e.g, magnetic or gyro com-
passes, radio direction finders, radar, 
loran, and searchlights). 

(3) A chartlet or sketch describing 
the actual or proposed location of the 
aid(s), and a description of the action 
requested or recommended. 

§ 62.65 Procedure for reporting defects 
and discrepancies. 

(a) Mariners should notify the near-
est Coast Guard facility immediately 
of any observed aids to navigation de-
fects or discrepancies. 

(b) The Coast Guard cannot monitor 
the many thousands of aids in the U.S. 
Aids to Navigation System simulta-
neously and continuously. As a result, 

it is not possible to maintain every aid 
operating properly and on its charted 
position at all times. Marine safety 
will be enhanced if persons finding aids 
missing, sunk, capsized, damaged, off 
station, or showing characteristics 
other than those advertised in the 
Light List, or other publication, 
promptly inform the Coast Guard. 
When making the report to the Coast 
Guard the mariner should consult the 
Light List to ensure the correct geo-
graphical information is used due to 
the similarity of names and geo-
graphical areas. 

(c) Procedures for reporting defects 
and discrepancies: 

(1) Radio messages should be prefixed 
‘‘Coast Guard’’ and transmitted directly 
to a Government shore radio station 
listed in Chapter three of Radio Navi-
gation Aids Publication, 117, for relay 
to the relevant District Commander. 

(2) Telephone, e-mail, or facsimile 
messages may also be used to advise 
the nearest Coast Guard unit of defects 
or discrepancies in aids to navigation. 

[CGD 86–031, 52 FR 42640, Nov. 6, 1987, as 
amended by USCG–2000–7223, 65 FR 40054, 
June 29, 2000; USCG–2001–9286, 66 FR 33640, 
June 25, 2001; USCG–2001–10714, 69 FR 24982, 
May 5, 2004] 

PART 64—MARKING OF STRUC-
TURES, SUNKEN VESSELS AND 
OTHER OBSTRUCTIONS 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
64.01 Purpose. 
64.03 Scope. 
64.06 Definition of terms. 

Subpart B—Sunken Vessels and Other 
Obstructions 

64.11 Marking and notification require-
ments. 

64.13 Approval of markings. 
64.16 Duration of marking on sunken ves-

sels in navigable waters. 

Subpart C—Structures 

64.21 Marking and notification require-
ments. 

64.23 Duration of marking on structures. 
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